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From the Executive Director’s desk

THREE YEARS OF 
PROGRESS since our 
Keep America Beau-
tiful certification 
date, May 6, 2011, 
exceeds our expec-
tations and brings 
joy to the hearts of 
many volunteers 
who are passionate 
about “Treasuring 
the Rez!”   Strength 
comes in numbers.  
You our members, sponsors and donors 
are investing in something you believe 
in.  THANK YOU!  
 The Ross Barnett Reservoir and 
the Pearl River are becoming cleaner, 
greener and we have only just begun!  
Donations, grants and hard working 
volunteers make all of this possible.  
Keep America Beautiful is the largest 
volunteer based group in America. We 
are proud to say that with support from 
KAB, Keep Mississippi Beautiful, the Pearl 
River Valley Water Supply District and 
many other partners and friends we have 

not yet met; we will strive to protect and 
conserve our beautiful natural resources 
for generations to come.
 We owe much gratitude to our 
former Chairperson Brenda Miller, who is 
now working with the U.S. Forest Service 
in Alaska.  She helped pave the way and 
set standards that we will continually 
strive to meet.  We wish her the best 
in Ketchikan.   Debra Veeder, Adopt a 
Stream coordinator in Mississippi , now 
serves as our chairperson. She is pas-
sionate about natural resources and we 
appreciate her willingness to serve.
 Thank you to our hard working 
Board of Directors and our Advisory 
Board. They give effortlessly to promote 
our projects.  
 This year, we received a presti-
gious award from Keep America Beautiful 
---the William Nash Award.  It is given 
to a young affiliate for excellence in 
the implementation of the Keep Amer-
ica Beautiful system in their first three 
years.   Several of us were honored to 
receive this award; the Great American 
Clean Up Innovation Award and  the KAB 

President’s Circle of Recognition Award.  
WOW!
 To whom much is given, much is 
required!  Over and over again, we have 
stressed that you --KRB’s volunteers are 
the ones who deserve these awards.  You 
show up to help plant trees and flowers, 
pick up litter on land and in water, paint 
signs, promote recycling and on and on.   
We value your input!
 Through the Keep America 
Beautiful network, we have received  
grants from Lowes, Waste Management,  
UPS, and others.  These funds will be 
used for erosion control (trees and native 
plants), recycling efforts, beautification 
and promoting clean water efforts.     
 We thank you for all that you 
to do to sustain our work, and gratefully 
acknowledge our partners, supporters, 
donors and members for your contribu-
tions to a cleaner, healthier Ross Barnett 
Reservoir!  This annual report reflects 
from August, 2013 to August, 2014.  

-- Jeannine May

Three Years - and Still Going Strong

Keep the Rez Beautiful
PO Box 2180
Ridgeland, MS 39158

www.keeptherezbeautiful.org
keeptherezbeautiful@gmail.com

Keep the Rez Beautiful will connect 
people to the Ross Barnett Reservoir 
through actions that enhance the 
quality of life and preserve and 
protect the natural beauty of this 
area.
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About Keep the Rez Beautiful

Our Mission

Our LeadershipConnect with Us

Keep the Rez Beautiful

TreasureTheRez

Keep the Rez Beautiful is an affiliate 
of Keep Mississippi Beautiful and 
Keep America Beautiful. KRB is the 
first affiliate to focus on a Reservoir 
and is one of 34 affiliates in 
Mississippi.

Our Network



Highlights from 2014

Cleaning

Greening

Recycling

Keep the Rez Beautiful is a volunteer-based, non-profit organization dedicated to cleaning, greening and recycling 
in the Ross Barnett Reservoir area. Here’s what our volunteers have been up to so far this year:

<< Each year, Keep America Beautiful 
affiliates, like us, gather to clean up 
litter as part of the Great American 
Cleanup. This year, we partnered with 
Entergy and others to pick up trash 
along the Pearl River. Over the past 
year, we’ve clean 1.5 tons of litter in 
three cleanups!
>> We also work to prevent litter. Our 
volunteers passed out litter bags and 
cigarette litter containers at the Reser-
voir’s Independence Day event.

^^ We partnered with Keep Mississippi 
Beautiful and the Pearl River Valley 
Water Supply District to plant more 
than 8,000 bulbs in the Reservoir area 
in the past year. 

<< We’re turning a former dump site 
of dredged materials into a beautiful 
green space, called the Turtle Point 
Nature Area. Our partners and volun-
teers have helped us plant hundreds 
of native trees and shrubs and install 
houses for birds and insects.  Recently, 
the Pearl River Valley Water Supply 
District received a grant that will  build 
a kayak launch and a walking trail. Be 
sure to stop by and enjoy it on Scenic 
Drive! 

^^ Here at KRB, we know recycling is 
fashionable. We hold a recycle fashion 
show Project Rezway every year, in 
which designers compete to design 
clothes with recyclable items.

>> Fishing line, or monofillament, can 
injure and kill wildlife, and it doesn’t 
decompose. We launched a mono-
filament recycling program in 2013, 
putting recaptacles in popular fishing 
areas. So far, we’ve recycled 30 pounds 
of fishing line!



Moments from 2014

^^ We partnered with Buffalo Peak this year for Earth Day to promote the 
importance of cleaning, greening, recycling and conservation.

^^ Each year, we give Rezzy Awards to 
our top volunteers and partners. Elliott 
Riser received the Student Volunteer 
of the Year Award.

^^ Our leadership gets some social 
media training from Keep America 
Beautiful’s annual conference in 
Charlotte in January.

Champions for Change
KRB thanks dearly its sponsors and 
members who make our 
programming possible.  Our major 
sponsors include: Pearl River Valley 
Water Supply District, Waste Man-
agement, Mississippi Department of 
Environmental Quality, Barnett 
Reservoir Foundation, Keep Mississip-
pi Beautiful, Keep America Beautiful, 
Adopt-a-Stream Mississippi, Missis-

sippi Wildlife Federation, Magnolia 
Data Solutions, Buffalo Peak, Lowe’s, 
Kroger, Mississippi Department of 
Transportation, Kathryn’s Steakhouse, 
Fat Cake Guy, Gator Bait, Entergy, 
BoatUS, WAPT, The Clarion-Ledger, 
Rankin Record, Rankin County News, 
USDA’s Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, The Naked Grape, Blair 
& Bondurant, Virginia College and 

Mississippi Craft Center.

Interested in sponsoring Keep the 
Rez Beautiful? We are a 501(c)3, and 
all donations are tax deductible. Con-
tact Jeannine May at (601) 421-6160 
or jeannine.b.may@gmail.com for 
more information.

^^ Keep America Beautiful awarded us 
the William Nash Award, the highest 
honor for a young affiliate, at their 
annual conference in Janaury.

>> A few snapshots from our 2014 
Great American Cleanup! And a spe-
cial thanks to Entergy, one of our key 
Great American Cleanup partners.


